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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in regards to Application No. 10,027,233 and is in response 
to communications: application filed 12/27/01, amendment filed 12/12/05. The section 
1 12 2 nd paragraph rejection for claims 1-18 are withdrawn. Claims 7, 16-18 are 
amended. Claims 19-23 are new. Claims 1-23 are now pending. 

The Examiner requests, in response to this Office action, a showing support for 
the following: claim language found in the present independent claims 1, 14-18. Claim 
language added to any present claims on amendment and any new claims. That is, 
indicate support for claim language by specifically pointing to page(s) and line no(s) in 
the specification and/or drawing figure(s). This will assist in prosecuting the application. 

When responding to the Office action, Applicant is advised to clearly point out the 
patentable novelty the claims present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the 
reference(s) cited or the objection made. A showing of how the amendments avoid 
such references or objections must also be present. See 37 C.F.R. 1 .1 1 1(c). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to'the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leppek; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,974,149, filed April 3, 1998 and patented October 26, 1999. 

As per claim 1 , 14-18, detecting, on the basis of user's history of access 
requests, the extent of user's interest in the information to be provided and/or changes 
in the interest; and allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the 
user to be changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's interest 
and/or changes in the interest (col. 2, last paragraph into col. 3; also see col. 6 first full 
paragraph; based on user's "excessive" activity on a particular system resource (i.e. 
user history), the access permission is changed). 

As per claim 2, the method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
holding identification information settable by each user for identifying the user; and 
asking the user as the source of an access request to input the identification information 
so as to define such a permission condition that the user is normally identified using the 
identification information, wherein said detection step has detection of the extent of 
user's interest and/or changes in the interest on the basis of user's history after the last 
setting of the identification information (col. 5, lines 24-38). 
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As per claim 3, the method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of 
asking the user as the source of the access request to update the identification 
information when the detected extent of user's interest and/or changes in the interest 
meet predetermined conditions (col. 6 first full paragraph). 

As per claim 4, the method according to claim 3, further comprising the step of 
changing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user as the source of 
the access request to a level narrower in scope than that defined by the current level 
when the identification information has not been updated (col. 6 first full paragraph). 

As per claim 5, the method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of 
asking the user as the source of the access request to update the identification 
information when the detected extent of user's interest and/or changes in the interest 
show that the number of times access is requested exceeds a predetermined number of 
times (col. 2, last paragraph into col. 3; also see col. 6 first full paragraph). 

As per claim 6, the method according to claim 5, further comprising the step of 
changing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user as the source of 
the access request to a level narrower in scope than that defined by the current level 
when the identification information has not been updated (col. 6 first full paragraph). 

As per claim 7, the method according to any one of claim 1 , further comprising 
the steps of: assigning each user, in exchange for entries of information related to the 
user, identification information for identifying the user and a level of access permission 
defined according to the contents of the information entered; and asking the user as the 
source of an access request to input the identification information assigned so as to 
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define an access condition that the user is normally identified using the input 
identification information, wherein said detection step has detection of the extent of 
user's interest and/or changes in the interest on the basis of user's history after the last 
setting of the identification information (col. 4, lines 49-54). 

As per claim 8, the method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of 
asking the user as the source of the access request to enter user's information again 
when the detected extent of user's interest and/or changes in the interest meet 
predetermined conditions (col. 4, last paragraph into col. 5). 

As per claim 9, the method according to claim 8, further comprising the step of 
changing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user as the source of 
the access request to a level narrower in scope than that defined by the current level 
when the user has not entered user's information in response to said step of asking the 
user to enter the information again (col. 6 first full paragraph). 

As per claim 10 and 1 3, comprising the step of deleting the identification 
information assigned to the user when the user has not entered user's information in 
response to said step of asking the user to enter the information again (col. 6 first full 
paragraph). 

As per claim 1 1 , the method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of 
asking the user as the source of the access request to enter user's information again 
when the detection result of the extent of user's interest and/or changes in the interest 
show that a predetermined number of days have elapsed since the last access request 
(col. 2, second full paragraph). 
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As per claim 12, the method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of 
changing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user as the source of 
the access request to a level narrower in scope than that defined by the current level 
when the user has not entered user's information in response to said step of urging the 
user to enter the information again (col. 6 first full paragraph). 

As per claim 19-23, extent of said user's interest comprises an identifiable level 
of desire of a user to access said information (col. 2, last paragraph into col. 3; also see 
col. 6 first full paragraph; based on user's "excessive" activity on a particular system 
resource (i.e. user history), the access permission is changed). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to Nima Khomassi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3775. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron Jr., can be reached at (571) 272-3799. 

The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2100 is 571- 
273-8300. On July 15, 2005, the Central Facsimile (FAX) Number changed from 703- 
872-9306 to 571-273-8300. As of September 15, 2005, the former is no longer in 
service; the latter is the only facsimile number recognized for centralized delivery. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^ma Khomassi 
.January 23, 2006 
Art Unit #2132 
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